
“GOD BLESS AMERICA” 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

MARCH 13, 2013 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Belmar held on the above 

date at 6:00 PM at the Belmar Municipal Building, 601 Main Street. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Doherty, Councilman Bean, Councilwoman Deicke, Councilman 

Magovern, Councilwoman Nicolay, Kerri Higgins, Acting Borough Attorney, 

Business Administrator Colleen Connolly, and Borough Clerk April Claudio 

 

The Borough Clerk stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to The Coast 

Star, the official newspaper of the Borough of Belmar, and the Asbury Park Press on March 6, 

2013 notice of this meeting was prominently posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal 

Building and filed with the Clerk of the Borough of Belmar. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE:  Our troops and their families, John Hanifin, and Charlie Bull 

 

SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS: 

Pastor Grace 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

Chip Cavanaugh presented a plaque to the Mayor and Council for their years of support for the 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

Development Disabilities Awareness Month – read by Council member Bean 

Irish Heritage Month – read by Council member Magovern 

Women’s History Month – read by Council member Deicke 

 

WORKSHOP DISCUSSION: 

 

Boardwalk Re-construction: 

Scott McFadden, Paul Calabrese and Rich Mahoney of Birdsall Engineering gave a 

presentation on the status of the boardwalk re-construction. The project is currently under 

budget even with the change order. The cost is still lower than the amount of the second 

lowest bid received. The change order was for unforeseen issues such as revisions to the 

ramps, electrical conduit and light pole foundations. The change order amount is under 20% 

which is the max allowed by the State. Materials and labor costs have gone up since the 

Borough bid their project so the engineers felt it was good that the Borough got a jump start. 

 

Mr. Mahoney stated part of the change order was to add additional supports to the boardwalk 

in the event a sea wall is not installed. 

 

Mr. Calabrese stated the old ramps were perpendicular but in order to make them ADA 

compliant and not take up a large portion of the beach they will now be switchback style 

which created a need for more decking.  Mayor Doherty explained the showers can now be 

accessed from the ramps. 

 

Mayor Doherty asked how common change orders are in construction projects.  Mr. 

McFadden stated they are fairly common especially in a project this large. 

 

Mayor Doherty referenced an Asbury Park Press article that stated the Borough is not going 

out to bid for the boardwalk.  Mr. McFadden explained the initial construction of the 

boardwalk did go out to bid, however the change order is fewer than 20% and therefore that 

additional work does not need to go out to bid.  

 



Council member Bean asked who made the decision to add more decking.  Mr. Calabrese 

stated he recommended the redesign. Mayor Doherty stated Birdsall came to him and the 

Administrator with their recommendations to strengthen the boardwalk.  Council member 

Bean asked who gave the authorization to proceed with the changes.  Mayor Doherty 

explained Birdsall is the project manager since they are the Borough’s engineering firm and 

they have the authority to make this type of decision.  Mayor Doherty clarified that the change 

order is for additional work that needs to be done and not to give anyone additional money. 

 

Mayor Doherty explained the previously chosen light fixture design for the boardwalk was 

strongly hated and therefore they will be going back to the similar style that was previously 

there.  The lights should be delivered and installed by Memorial Day. 

 

Bond Ordinances: 

Matt Jessup, Bond Counsel, and Tom Fallon, Auditor, were present to discuss the bond 

ordinances listed on the agenda.  Mr. Jessup stated the bond ordinances are needed in order to 

roll the $2 million in emergency appropriations and the $500,000 in emergency temporary 

appropriations into one ordinance which would allow for longer term financing. The 

ordinances also allow for the authorization of an additional $1 million in capital costs.  Both 

ordinances require approval from the Local Finance Board which would take place at their 

April meeting, therefore, these ordinances would not be before the Council for public hearing 

and adoption until the April 17
th

 meeting.  

 

Council member Bean stated he heard the Borough’s bond rating was downgraded. Mr. Jessup 

stated it was not downgraded but had a negative outlook added to it, which means the banks 

want to see how the money is managed and then they will remove the negative mark.  He also 

stated the rates have been outstanding and the Borough has solid credit in the marketplace.  

 

Mr. Fallon stated it is important that the ordinances be adopted otherwise it would negatively 

affect the 2013 budget. 

 

PETITIONS: None 

 

REPORTS OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 

Council member Magovern:  Congratulated the Police Department and DPW for doing an 

outstanding job during the parade.  Goose season is beginning and if anyone sees nests they 

should contact him to have the eggs oiled.  The soil at the Silver Lake Island was tested and 

will not support trees and shrubs so therefore only grass will be planted this year. 

 

Council member Deicke:  The ADA Committee is looking into accessibility reimbursements 

for homeowners.  May 16
th

 is the Care Givers Workshop at the Library.  The Harbor 

Commission has been discussing a security system for the marina.  The Library basement is 

now open.  Thanked DPW and the Police Department for their work during the parade.  A 

women’s health expo is scheduled for March 30
th

 at the gym.  The Circle of Friends dance is 

also on March 30
th

.  The Mayor’s Wellness Campaign received a grant for participating in the 

Foodtown Supermarket Sweep.  Bradley Beach Library is offering free tax filing on March 

14
th

.   

 

Council member Bean:  Reminded everyone about the community policing meeting held back 

in October and that each street has an officer assigned to it. 

 

Council member Nicolay:  Thanked DPW for a quick cleanup after the parade.  Congratulated 

Mary Pat Wallace the Belmar Elementary School Nurse for being nominated for 2013 

Education Professional of the Year. Read DPW report.  The Belmar Business Partnership is 

working on QR codes for the businesses and a new VIP card.  

 

Mayor Doherty: The Buy a Board program has collected $500,000. Beach badge sales are up 

47%. The displaced families grant program has given out $266,000 so far. Many of the people 

who have received the grants have said they don’t want their names given out.  He would like 

to come up with a campaign to raise $80,000 for those on the waiting list. Announced Ray 

Claudio is the new Recreation Director.  Thanked Governor Christie for extending the 

seasonal liquor licenses.  The March 20
th

 meeting will be pushed back to March 27
th

. 



 

Council member Deicke asked if any of the displaced residents are at Fort Monmouth.  Ms. 

Connolly stated FEMA will not release that information. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Council member Deicke moved for approval of minutes for the 

meeting held on February 20, 2013, seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved by 

the following vote: 

  

AYES:            Bean, Deicke, Magovern, Doherty, and Nicolay 

 

PUBLIC SESSION: Public Session on resolutions only on the Agenda. We will continue to 

have a Public Session at the end of this meeting. 

 

David Schneck, 302 C Street, asked why there needs to be changes in the boardwalk 

construction if it’s suppose to be built like the piece on 19
th

 Avenue that withstood the storm. 

 

Brendan Reed, 100 Ninth Avenue, asked if a sea wall is still necessary.  Mayor Doherty stated 

it is and will not only protect the boardwalk but the Ocean Avenue homes as well. 

 

Mike Seebeck, 110 Second Avenue, stated he would like updates from the Boardwalk 

Advisory Committee.  Mayor Doherty stated they are just an advisory committee and they 

don’t make decisions, just recommendations.  Mr. Seebeck stated he would like to see more 

transparency. 

 

Ted Ehmann, Oakwood Road, stated he believes the math is incorrect and the change order is 

over the 20% allowed by the State. 

 

Tom Dilberger, 1000 River Road, stated he thinks there will be more change orders. 

 

Bill McKim, 905 Ocean Avenue, stated he is glad to see the boardwalk is being done right. He 

stated a portion of the old boardwalk went into his basement and he is glad that won’t happen 

again. 

 

Donna Burke, 307 10
th

 Avenue, asked what will happen to the old boardwalk lights.  Mayor 

Doherty stated the ones that could be salvaged will be used at the marina. 

 

Judy Kulik, 112 17
th

 Avenue, asked if the lighting installation pattern would be the same as 

the boardwalk.  Ms. Connolly stated crews are working at First Avenue and 11
th

 Avenue and 

will meet up.  

 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public session, which was seconded by Council 

member Magovern and approved unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

Council member Bean read some of the bills on the payment of bill list which were payments 

through the grant program. He asked how he is expected to vote on these bills when he doesn’t 

know who they are for. 

 

Mayor Doherty offered Resolution 2013-78, RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT 

OF BILLS LIST, for adoption, which was seconded by Council member Deicke and 

approved by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  Deicke, Magovern, Nicolay, and Doherty 

ABSTAIN: Bean 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: certification that the vouchers listed on the warrant register 

numbering 58608 thru 58816 are as follows and comply with requirements of State Law and 

Borough Ordinance as to content and form, that proper and sufficient appropriations exist for 



the payment to be made and that there is legal authority as provided in N.J.S. 40A: 5-17(a)(1) 

for the payment to be made. 

01  General Account    $1,512,670.82 

05   General Capital Account   $185,042.22 

11   Water/Sewer Account               $44,106.55 

21    Beach Utility Account   $29,162.63 

25    Beach Capital Account   $3,005,468.96 

31    Public Assist I Account   $5,696.00 

55   Trust Fund Account   $241,401.59 

57   Law Enforcement Trust Fund Account    $1,564.56 

61   Tourism Account    $11,383.78 

Total:                                                   $5,039,425.11 

 

Mayor Doherty offered, Resolution 2013-79, RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING STATE 

CONTRACT PURCHASE OF PARK & PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT, for adoption, 

which was seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  Deicke, Bean, Nicolay, and Doherty 

ABSTAIN: Magovern 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING STATE CONTRACT PURCHASE BOARDWALK 

LIGHTING (Mayor Doherty made a motion to remove this resolution from the agenda as it 

was replaced with a new resolution, which was seconded by Council member Nicolay and 

approved unanimously.) 

 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to remove the resolution authorizing the state contract 

purchase of boardwalk lighting from the Consent Agenda, which was seconded by Council 

member Bean and approved unanimously. 

 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to offer Resolution 2013-80, RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING STATE CONTRACT PURCHASE BOARDWALK LIGHTING, for 

adoption, which was seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved by the following 

vote: 

 

AYES:  Deicke, Magovern, Bean, Nicolay, and Doherty 

 

Council member Bean did not like that the decision to authorize the change order was coming 

after the work had already started. Mayor Doherty made a motion to remove the resolution 

authorizing the change order for the boardwalk from the Consent Agenda, which was 

seconded by council member Deicke and approved unanimously. 

 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to offer Resolution 2013-81, RESOLUTION 

PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.4 ET SEQ. CHANGEORDER NUMBER ONE 

FOR THE BELMAR BOARDWALK RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, for 

adoption, which was seconded by Council member Deicke and approved by the 

following vote: 

 

AYES:  Deicke, Magovern, Nicolay, and Doherty 

ABSTAIN: Bean 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

All matters listed in the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council 

and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If 

discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be 

considered separately. 

 

RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT: 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to offer the following resolutions for adoption: 
 



2013-82 

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR REHABILITATION OF COMFORT 

STATION NO. 2 

 

2013-83 

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR 13
TH

 AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS 

FROM B STREET TO MAIN STREET 

 

2013-84 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, IN THE COUNTY OF 

MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY MAKING APPLICATION TO THE LOCAL 

FINANCE BOARD PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:2-51, N.J.S.A. 40A:2-7(d) and 

N.J.S.A. 40A:2-11(c) 

 

2013-85 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATIONS BY 

RIDER FOR SUPER STORM SANDY 2012 & 2013 CONTRIBUTIONS 

REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29  

 

2013-86 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF UNCLAIMED CHECKS 

IN THE BELMAR MUNICIPAL COURT BAIL ACCOUNT TO THE 

BOROUGH OF BELMAR GENERAL ACCOUNT 

 

2013-87 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF UNCLAIMED CHECKS 

IN THE BELMAR MUNICIPAL COURT GENERAL ACCOUNT TO THE 

BOROUGH OF BELMAR GENERAL ACCOUNT 

 

2013-88 

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.4 ET SEQ. CHANGE ORDER 

NUMBER ONE FOR THE BELMAR MARINA BOAT RAMP 

 

Seconded by Council member Magovern and approved by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  Deicke, Magovern, Bean, Nicolay, and Doherty 

 

ORDINANCES: 

First Reading & Introduction: 

 

ORDINANCE 2013-05 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE FUNDING OF THE CAPITAL 

PORTIONS OF PRIOR EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS AND 

TEMPORARY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS FOR REPAIRS TO 

BUILDINGS AND INFRASTRUCTURE AS A RESULT OF HURRICANE 

SANDY IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, IN THE COUNTY OF 

MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $1,640,000 THEREFOR 

AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,640,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF 

THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF. 

 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to offer ordinance 2013-05 for introduction and first reading 

and schedule it for public hearing and second reading on April 17, 2013, which was seconded 

by Council member Magovern and approved by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  Deicke, Magovern, Bean, Nicolay, and Doherty 

 

First Reading & Introduction: 

ORDINANCE 2013-06 

REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, IN THE 

COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY PROVIDING FOR THE FUNDING OF 



CERTAIN PORTIONS OF PREVIOUS EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS AND 

TEMPORARY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS FOR EMERGENCY NEEDS 

RELATED TO DAMAGE CAUSED BY HURRICANE SANDY APPROPRIATING 

$1,860,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,860,000 

REFUNDING BONDS OR NOTES FOR FINANCING THE COST THEREOF. 

 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to offer ordinance 2013-06 for introduction and first reading 

and schedule it for public hearing and second reading on April 17, 2013, which was seconded 

by Council member Nicolay and approved by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  Deicke, Magovern, Bean, Nicolay, and Doherty 

 

Second Reading & Public Hearing: 

ORDINANCE 2013-03 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XXXV 

FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF 

THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR 

 

Public Hearing:  Gene Creamer, Fourth Avenue, stated he is in favor of the ordinance and felt 

the map should be available to the public. Ms. Claudio stated it is on the Borough’s website.  

He stated he would like the flood insurance rate map available online too. 

 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Council 

member Deicke and approved unanimously. 

 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to adopt ordinance 2013-03, which was seconded by Council 

member Magovern and approved by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  Deicke, Magovern, Bean, Nicolay, and Doherty 

 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

Martha Maselko, 102 North Boulevard, asked about the drainage pipe in Lake Como and who 

handles that.  Mayor Doherty stated SMRSA controls the pipe and the pumps and they will be 

the ones responsible for repairing it and moving it underground.  

 

Tom Rogers, Ocean Avenue, asked about the trailers for the concessions that will be out to 

bid.  Mayor Doherty stated that will be at one of the next meetings.  He stated he would also 

like to open up his business on the weekends.  Mayor Doherty stated he should discuss 

opening with the Police Department since the road is still closed. 

 

Donna Burke, 307 10
th

 Avenue, asked about the status of plans for a new marina building.  

Mayor Doherty stated Chef’s International will be making a presentation at the next meeting.  

She also asked about the boat sitting out in the River.  Captain Huisman stated he is in talks 

with the Department of Transportation to have it removed. 

 

Ellen Ramey, 8
th

 Avenue, stated she is thankful for the splendid job being done by the Mayor 

since the hurricane and felt everyone should stand behind him. 

 

Bill Strauss, Oakwood Road, stated he would like the Council to consider the hearing 

impaired and asked that everyone speak into a microphone.  He asked who actually pumped 

out all the water from the streets during the storm, JH Reid or Mid Atlantic.  Ms. Connolly 

stated they both did. Mr. Strauss stated he spoke to a representative from Broadco who said 

they did the pumping and has not been paid for it yet. Mayor Doherty stated they did not 

provide a service so they will not be paid.  Mr. Strauss asked where there is not a financial 

disclosure statement online for former Administrator William Young.  He also asked why the 

Mayor’s wife’s business, M Public Affairs, was not listed on his financial disclosure 

statement. 

 

Charles Peters, 202 19
th

 Avenue, stated the big outflow pipes need to be put back for Lake 

Como.  He asked why Silver Lake did not change on the flood maps.  Mayor Doherty 



explained the map was done before the storm. 

 

Lou Thielen, 15
th

 Avenue, asked if the boardwalk ramps will zigzag north to south or east to 

west.  Ms. Connolly stated they will be south to north. 

 

Jane Belak, 8
th

 Avenue, stated she has heard so many complaints and not enough 

compliments.  She stated the Mayor is doing a good job, especially with the seniors. 

 

Brendan Reed, 100 Ninth Avenue, asked how he would get a hold of the Police Officer 

assigned to his area.  Captain Huisman stated the list and contact information is on the 

Borough’s website. 

 

Maryann Zwirko, 1707 Snyder Avenue, expressed concern about empty homes and police 

patrol.   

 

Joan Aeukas, 303 Tenth Avenue, asked if the new boardwalk would be hot since it is a darker 

color.  Ms. Connolly stated the manufacturer has said that it may be only slightly hotter. 

 

David Schneck, 302 C Street, asked if there was any word on the FEMA reimbursements.  

Mayor Doherty stated the State has received 4.2 million and has given the Borough 2.2 

million. 

 

Joan Corallo, A Street, asked about beach replenishment.  Mayor Doherty stated Belmar has 

been on the list for it and it will be done but don’t know when. 

 

Mark Pheiffer, 319 Fifth Avenue, asked about the Silver Lake path.  Ms. Connolly stated the 

Borough would be going out to bid for that work soon. 

 

Gene Creamer, Fourth Avenue, stated he thought there was one good thing about the storm 

which was those who had illegally connected sump pumps got waste in their basements. 

 

Judy Kulik, 112 17
th

 Avenue, expressed concern about parking with D’Jais now open and 

Ocean Avenue closed.  

 

Mike Seebeck, 112 Second Avenue, asked Council member Deicke when she was informed 

that Mayor Doherty had a conflict with the Ashbritt Contract.  Mayor Doherty stated the whole 

Council was advised at the meeting before there was a vote.  Mr. Seebeck felt Council 

member Deicke should have been notified since she is Council President.  He asked Mayor 

Doherty if he repaid Ferrara for their campaign contribution.  Mayor Doherty replied no, and 

further stated that the pay to play laws do not apply during a state of emergency. 

 

Maria Florio, 115 12
th

 Avenue, asked when A Street will go back to being one way. Mayor 

Doherty stated the Police will have to address that. 

 

Leanne Kulik, 112 17
th

 Avenue, expressed concern for her safety since there are no winter 

tenants in her area and it is very dark. 

 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public session and adjourn the meeting, which was 

seconded by Council member Bean and approved unanimously. 


