
How to Identify your Water Service Line Material 
You will need a coin or key and a refrigerator magnet to perform the scratch test described below: 

Step 1: Find your water meter. 

For most buildings, the water meter is in the basement or lower level along the front wall that faces the 

street. If your basement or lower level is finished, the meter may be located behind a wall. 

Step 2: Locate the service line point of entry. 

From your water meter, trace the pipe to where it enters the building, which will be either through an 

exterior wall or the floor. 



Step 3: Identify the test area on the service line. 

The portion of the service line that needs to be tested is between the point of entry and the first fitting 

before the meter. 



Step 4: Identify the service line material based on the table and matrix below: 

PIPE MATERIAL 

LEAD 

COPPn 

GALVANIZED STEEL 

PLASTIC 

SCRATCH COLOR IS DULL GRAY 

ANO ATTRACTS MAGNET 

SCRATCH COLOR DOES MAGNET STICK? 

SHINY SILVER NO 

ORANGE {PE NY} "'JO 

DULL GRAY YES 

N/A NO 

,/ 
SCRATCH COLOR LIKE A PENNY 

PLASTIC 



Examples of characteristics that would identify a lead service line: 

B 
.. FITTING .. 



Examples of photos that clearly show the point of entry and test location: 




