
“MS4” Municipal Stormwater 
Management Belmar Shade 
Tree Commission Permitting 

Assessment



Agenda

• High Level MS4 Goals

• MS4 Tree Management Impact   

• Review/Q&A/Input & Ideas/Next Steps

•



MS4 High Level Goals

• What is it ?-Revised set of stormwater regulations 
directly impact tree management & water cycle

• Why introduced ?-Improve water quality, & 
groundwater re-charge, reduce erosion, pollution, 
runoff, flooding and improve groundwater recharge   

• Who must adhere?-All NJ municipalities must update 
stormwater ordinance to comply with new rules 



What This New Permit Means for Municipalities. All towns previously 
considered Tier B, over 100 municipalities, have been reclassified as 
Tier A. This reclassification means all of New Jersey’s municipalities are 
subject to permitting obligations informed by federal regulations, 
which include more stringent requirements set forth in the Clean     

Water Act. 



STC & MS4 Ordinance  
• Before - Full & exclusive control over regulation, 

planning and care of shade trees, ornamental, & 
shrubbery now located  in any public highway, park or 
parkway, pedestrian corridor.  

• Now – Expanded for removal, replacement of all trees 
under Municipal Stormwater MS4 permitting process , 
all  areas of community, public & private property



Key Impacts 
• Planting strip - remains same

• Private Property Land Parcel Permitting

• ROW 10ft curb edge
• Site triangle
• Planting - Identify above or underground utilities 

(mark outs)
• Identify - easements utility, private, conservation
• Established side set backs i.e.: side setback 5 ft
• Sometimes a judgement call as to each situation 



Impact Land Parcel



Key Impacts 
• Planting strip - remains same

• Private property impacts
• ROW 10ft curb edge



ROW & Planting Easement



Key Impacts 
• Planting strip - remains same

• Private property Site Review
• ROW 10ft curb edge
• Site triangle



Site Triangle 

Already in Variance 
Application item #33



Key Impacts 
• Planting strip - remains same

• Private property Site Review
• ROW 10ft curb edge
• Site triangle
• Planting - Identify above or underground utilities 

(mark outs)
• Identify - easements utility, private, conservation
• Established side set backs i.e.: side setback 5 ft
• Sometimes a judgement call as to each situation 



Set Back Planting Zone 
Restrictions



Key Impacts 
• Planting strip - remains same

• Private property Site Review
• ROW 10ft curb edge
• Site triangle
• Planting - Identify above or underground utilities 

(mark outs)
• Identify - easements utility, private, conservation
• Established side set backs i.e.: side setback 5 ft
• Sometimes a judgement call as to each situation
• Opt Out Alternative 



Opt Out Alternative 
• If STC determines  the replacement cannot be planted
• Fee payment per removed tree, placed into Tree Fund
• Exceptions: Hazards, NJDEP, Tree Farms, Nurseries
• Removal -Historic trees, or Legacy trees



Community Impact  

• Homeowner
• Apply discretion 
• Do we go to level on Ie: bushes, small tree ?
• Site inspection if necessary

• Tree Removal Companies
• Aware  of permit requirement for work?

• Penalties noncompliance ?
• Get Word Out

• Website, FB, Newsletter, Coast Star ?



New Construction 
Recommendations & Impact 

• New Construction Impact Zoning & Planning Board
• STC notified at application submission
• Revise Questionnaire for Zoning Now only PS 

• Revise Variance  Application Submission Now only PS

• Duplication-Site Triangle, Landscape Plan, 
Setbacks 

• Add Planting Diagram
• Site inspection by STC



Example Planting/Removal Diagram



Example Completed Diagram



Revise Permit Add a Private 
Property Option



Revise Permit Add a Private 
Property Option



Revise Permit Add a Reference 
Guide for Private Property Option



In Review Next Steps

• Input, Thoughts, Ideas 
• Stakeholder Presentation

• Input & Comment
• Reach Consensus, Support 

• Implement Revised STC Business Process
• Zoning, $ Planning Board Update
• Notification Tree Planting Companies
• Community Notification  
• Permit Revision 



Belmar Shade Tree Expanded Mission
The Belmar Shade Tree Commission works to promote and 

provide to the Belmar community management guidance in 

accordance with the MS4 Stormwater Management Plan for 

a sustainable green infrastructure, healthy, safe trees and 

shrubbery within the borough to facilitate safe corridors 

along roadways and facilities, and homeowner private 

property trees throughout the Borough of Belmar and 

educate and influence proper tree care and stewardship in 

the Borough of Belmar. The Belmar Shade Tree 

Commission has the distinction of being a Tree City USA 

community.
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